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aft dispute, so that there is no well-defined ap- reject 


pointing power, and the present Commis- 
sioners are holding over,—that are in 
office simply because there 
anywhere to appoint others in” 

ian iprsptucr acs idl T soe ham 
bill has been passed by the State Senate and 
is now pending in the Assembly : 


|| An Act tn relation to taxes and assessments tn the City 


of New-York, and the office of Commissioners of 
Tames and Assessments for the City and County of 


-@ controlling share of the: Executive power, 


-| which it was never intended to exercise or 


‘The Senate 1s naturally reluctant to part 
with a power of which it has thus come in. 
possession. This is precisely the way in 
which all grasping branches of government 
increase their power,—by clinging to author- 
ity, conferred to meet a temporary emer- 
gency, as if it were a portion of their per- 


| manent power, and thus gradually making it 


such. Some of the Senators, in voting for 
the impeachment of Mr. Jonnson, under the 


Ti ba‘net dnser le. aes Whol glean Wald 
request that the Mercantile Library may be.| 


opened on holidays, includmg Sundays, ean, be} %0V8 


hesitation | 

Proportion of thoee | 
for whose beneilt it exista can Get no other time. 
harm, can come 
from it no one has taken the trouble to point out 
or even suggest. It. would involve some extra 
attendance, perhaps, on the part of the Library, 


refused,—or why there should be any 
in regard to ft. “A very large 


for ite use,,and what 


clerks and attendants ; but. that, difficulty 


could . 
easily be obviated by employing a few extra at- 
tendants, or perhaps by imereasing the pay of 
those now there in proportion to their increased 
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erran prose till we lave decided about 

Sodtia, ahd Cubs, and Hayti, and San Do- 
ee ae 
‘and the “whole boundless continent,” down as 
‘tS otha of Pename, 


“nse Wreahaba daarpemnen’s about getting up 
‘Irish Societies in all the States, connected with a 
Central Bureau in New-York, for the helping 
along of immigrants, is a good one. The future 
Thovenmients of thousands and tens of thousands 
who will come in search of homesteads or places 
of labor, should be’ guided and régulated with 
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New-York: 
THE SIEGE OF y vHE BLO LON Dis, arian 2 


The people af the State of New-York, represented in 
Senate and Assembly, do enact, as follows: 

SECTION 1. Within ten days after the passage of this act 
the Comptroller of the City of New-York shall appoint 
four Commissioners of Taxes and Assessments for the 
City and County of New-York, who shall hold their 
offices for the term of five years; and, upon sueh ap- 
pointments being made, the terms of office of the 
present Commissioners of Taxes and Assessmients for 
the City and County of New-York shall be terminated. 


pene ee eee tee een wemetotore, 


* The Sorosis of Madvid has made itecit heara 
boldly and personally.in the halls of the Cortes. 
. Two hundred women marched in and presented 
# petition against the Conscription law proposed 
as the military system. They were received with 
respect. But can hardly exempt herself: 
from the policy of the formidable monarchies 
around her; and men must march and women 
must weep, very probably, after the old fashion, 
for a great: many years to come. 


third article, committed themselves to the 
theory that under the Constitution, as well 
as under this law, the Senate shared the 
power of removal as well as the power of ap- 
pointment; and they find themselves thus 
embarrassed in now voting for arepeal of the 
law. But the position is clearly untenable, 
and has never been maintained either by ju- 
dicial decision or by legal argument ; and the 
sooner they abandon it the better. by the House may now be regarded as certain, 

In clinging so obstinately to a power con- and so far-at least as Great Britain is concerned, 
ferred upon it to meet a temporary emer the way is now cleared for a full reconsideration 


isbor, But the measure proposed is one of im- 
portance to a great many persons, and would be 
productive of very great good. 


NEGRO COMI those which olir fathers laid ;’—and we pre- 


sume we shall find the task a good deal more 
difficult, as it is certainly a good deal 
further from completion, than a good many 
of our enthusiastic reformers imagine. 

If all distinctions of “race and color” are 
to be discarded, as barbarous and inconsist- 
ent with free institutions, we see not why 
“Chinese and Hindoos” should be excepted. 
If it is. because they .are “pagans,” we can 
only say that this introduces the new ele- 


amen 
BRIAN TS SESE HATA. 
ROMEO AND J soLtar (as (Burlesque,) VOCAL- 
I8STS, HUMORISTS, &o. 
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Amendment to the Constitution, with a message 
giving his reasons why it should not be ratified 


by the 
Inland Législature yesterday 


As we anticipated, the Select Committee | 
of the House of Commons appointed to inquire 
into the Atlantic postal service, has reported 
against the confirmation of the contracts made 
by the late Government with the Cunard and 
Inman Steamship Companies. Their rejection 


The 
postponed the consideration of the Fifteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States until the May seesion. 

Oregon advices vid San.Francisco bring 
rumors of earthquakes and eruptions—Mounts 
Hood, Jefferson and Three Brothers were smok- 
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CHAPEL HOME 


SONGS, RECITS TIONS AND TABLEAUX. By 
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Taxes and Assessments being made, as provided in the 


_| preceding section, the several offices, clerkships and 


treatment during her late voyage from Liver- 
pool to this port, was continued yesterday at 
Castle Garden, but, owing to the absence of Com- 


a 
iL 


nature 

of the 

posted at each place 
-The 


. 


positions filled by the appotniments of the present or 
any former Commissions of Taxes and Assessments of 
the City and County of New-York, shall become vacant. 
The Board of Assessors shall hereafter consist of four 
Assessors. The said Commissioners shall have author- 
ity, from time to time, to appotnt and fiz the compen. 
sation of such clerks and employes as they may deem 
essential to the effective discharge of the duties of 


said department, and said Commissioners respectively |. 


shall receive the same compensation as is now suthor- 
ized by law. And for the more effectual discharge of 
their duties the said Commissioners are hereby author- 
ized to employ counsel at an annual salary to be sized 
by the Board of Supervisors of said county. 

Szc, 3. No new surveys or maps of the several 
‘Wards of the said City, shall be prepared for the use 
of said Commissioners except under the authority of the 
Supervisors of satd county. 

SEC. 4 This act shall take effect immediately. 

This is a most extraordinary bill,—one 
which we should not have supposed any 
Legislature having any regard to the inter- 
ests of the City, and least of all a Republican 
Legislature, could be induced to regard with 
the slightest favor. Among its most objec- 
tionable features are these : 

L The City Comptroller, of necessity s 
partisan Democrat and leader of the Ring, 
has absolute power to appoint al the fom- 
missioners of Taxes and Assessments, who 
will, of necessity, themselves be partisan 
Democrats and creatures of the Ring. And 
this is to be done regularly and permanently, 
from time to time, as occasion may require. 

IL All the clerks, assistants and. em- 
ployes of the Tax Office are instantly dis- 


‘| missed by this bill as soon as it becomes a 


law, and their places are to be filled by the 
new Commissioners. As these clerkships are 
now fairly divided between Democrats and 
Republicans, the effect and object of this 
section is to dismiss al Republicans, and 
make all the clerks Democrats and creatures 


} of the Ring. This strikes us as a curious pro- 


vision to come from a Republican Legis- 
lature. 

Ill. The Commissioners are to appoint ae 
many clerks as they please, and to fix their 
salaries at whatever figure they please! If 


-| anybody can guess within a thousand the 


draft, peld two years ago, at the Broadway Bank, 
in favor of the Board ‘of Education, for some 
.} $11,000. The Court directed issues to be framed 
submitting to a jury thé question whether the 
| Seechasetentee sheer et 
or consequen to 
the negligence of the Board of Education? The 
cause was ordered to be placed on the trial cal- 
endar for the first Monday of April. 


; vent. . ‘He is the eldest son of the late Gover- 
nor, Jonn Davis, of 


so many 


‘Massachusetts, so 
ee ae fe a at «| 


number of clerks that will be deemed neces- 
sary, or within a million of dollars ‘what 
salaries will be given them; we should be 
glad to see the result. At present both these 
points are fixed by law, as they should be. 

IV. The Commissioners themselves are not 
in terms authorized to fix their own salaries, 
—but that important service is to be render- 
ed by the Board of Supervisors, which is 
probably the most corrupt and unscrupulous 
of the many corrupt and unscrupulous Boards 
sponta ahon eterna on 

V. The same Board of Supervisors receives 

iiallitley, 0 cine a surveys and maps of 
the “ several wards of the City,” at their 
own price and in their owii style. This will 
cost not less than half a million of dollars, 
while it has hitherto been done, as it may 
be done hereafter, by the City Surveyor at a 
cost of not over $3,000 a year. 
* Ef it ie possible fox the parties concerned |: 


ment of religious distinction into our civil 
and political affairs,—and will require new 
definitions before the question can be solved. 
How much, and what, must men believe or 


disbelieve to be “pagans?’ When do they’ 


cease to be pagans? Can there be such 
things, as domestic, native pagans, or are 
none pagans but those who come to us from 
China or Hindogtan f 

As to the rightto foree anything we choose 
upon a State, by an amendment of the 
Federal Constitution, we supposed that had 
been settled affirmatively during the last 
three years, and that it had now become lit- 
tle less than’ treason, to. the party at all 
events, to doubt it. The States have practi- 
cally been reduced to very insignificant 
positions in our political system; and we 
have no doubt a very strong portion of the 
dominant political sentiment of the country 
looks upon them es much more like counties, 
or wholly subordinate fractions of the na- 
tion, than as essential elements of itfipov- 
ereign authority. 

How the amendment is to be enforced up- 
on States that reject it, we do not know ; 
but we presume in the same way as any 
other obligation of the national Constitution 
is enforced upon any State. We should like 
to answer this question by asking our cor- 
respondent another :—how is the authority 
of the amendment, if it becomes part of the 
Constitution, to be resisied by any State? 
Experiments made hitherto by States in that 
direction have not had prosperous or encour- 
aging issues. 

One thing seems to us clear ;—it is an in- 
famous mockery of justice and equal rights, 
to talk of making laws or passing constitu- 
tional amendments, securing political or 
civil rights to all men, without distinction 
of race or color, 60 long as Chinese or Hindooe 
are treated as they now are in California,— 
without hindrance or protest on the part of 
the General Gdvernment. 

—_— 
Remevals from Office. 

We hope soon 40 see the Tenure-of-Office 
law repealed, suspended, nor modified, 
nor amended,—but expunged from the stat- 
ute book ;—and that, too, not to oblige Gen- 
eral GRANT, norto accommodate any class of 
office-seekers, but because it ie nota good 
law,—because it deprives the Executive pow- 
er of all vigor, and renders needed reforms 
in the administration of Government utterly 
impossible. Tlese’aré the réasons why it 
should be repealed,—perhaps they are good 
reasons why it should never have been en- 
acted. But it was enacted, not becatise it 
was a good law, on general principles, but to 
meet a special emergency; and that emer- 
gency being past, there is no longer any et 
cuse for maintaining the law. 

The law makes the Senate just as dial 
the Executive as the President, in every- 
thing involving the discipline of the admin- 
istrative force of the Government, The only 
‘meatis by which the Executive can secure 
faithfol and effective service, on the part of 
its subordinates, is ‘through the power of re- 


=o 


outed.” 


'|ciating the Senate’ with him in its exercise. | 


1 yg body as the | 
‘Renate Myig 


nia tat ste int i sia ay ea . 





gency, in clear and direct conflict with the 
uniform usage of the Government through 
its entire history, with the opinions of those 
who framed the Constitution, with the de- 
cided vote of the House of Representatives, 
the general sentiment of the people, and the 
obvious necessities of the public service, the 
Senate greatly weakens its hold upon the 
country, Gnd assumes a degrée of authority 
in the Government to which it is not en- 
titled. We hope it will concur with the 
House in repealing the Tenure-of-Office law, 
—not for any party or personal reasons, not 
to please a President or to put new party 
friends in office ;—but because the law stands 
in the way of imperative reforms, and is not 
calculated to promote the public welfare. 


Mir. Gladstene’s Victery. 

Mr. Giapstons has at length brought the 
first stage of his arduous task to a triumph- 
ant termination. His Irish Church bill was 
read a second time in the House of Commons 
on Tuesday night by the decisive vote of 
868 to 250—the majority, 118, being identical 
in number wjth the full Liberal majority in 
the House. There are several seats vacant, 
and as there are always a good many 
“pairs” on such occasions, it follows that 
the vote must have been very nearly a 


eonhe tha alee, oP siidh Sates UR thas Hie 
certainty of victory an excuse for absence, 
and the deafening cheers that burst forth at 
the close of their leader's final appeal 
showed that they were heart and soul in the 
cause, and not dragged unwillingly along by 
party ties. 

The triumph is a signal one; and the fact 
that the success of the Liberals has been 


generally regarded as a matter of certainty. 


for several months, should not be suffered 
to lead one to underestimate the importance 
of the victory they: have now actually 
were evidently not entirely destitute of hope. 
There might. be ¢ in the Cabinet ; 
Mr. GLapsTons bring forward an 
immature or impracticable measure; he 
would alienate a large portion of his party 
—such were the “things that. might have 
been,” out of which th@Tories were then 
busily engaged in constructing castles in the 
air. It was not till the night of Mr. Grap- 
sTons’s marvelous introductory speech, in 
which a grand and statesmanlike scheme, 
necessarily burdened with an almost un- 
paralleled intricacy of detail, was laid by 
him before the. House, without, as Mr. D1s- 
Raxty himself confessed, “a single needless 
| phrase,” that hope deserted the ‘breasts of 
his opponents. It is evident from the ab- 
stracts of the debate that havé reached us 
from ‘day t> day by the cable, that the 
Tories were patalyzed by the sense of the 
hopeleasness of their position. Mr. DisRaEL1 
confined himself toa few general remarks 
in opposition to the principle of the bill, and | | 


of the whole system of the. ocean mail service 
between England and America, with a view, as 
‘eine <8 wheeo long pentaenemeamgens ate 


ee ee ee 


We had better a an investigation as 
soon as possible into ag Lempert ts 


eres an or ore ee eeee 


“must be something all wrong that ought to be 


very peremptorily put right 


“Late Alaska advices 1 report hwo Gull 


and Indians quiet.” So says the San 
telegram, and it is good news, It. is good 


unexpectedly good news, to find the Indigns, 
after the stirring up our troops have adminis- 4 
tered, “quiet.” It is also good news to find that 
“ business is dull”—because that implies there 
is business enough therg to be dull, which has 


<= 
ACADEMY OF MUSIC. 

There was a brilliant audience last even- 
ing to witness AUBER’s, charming opera of “ Fra 
Diavalo”—a work which, in its Italian dress, has 
gained an unniistakabile hold on the public. Miss 
KELLOGG was the Zerlina, and played and sang 
the part with delightful vivacity. There are few | 
rétes that become her so well. The Lady Roch- 
burg of Miss FRipa DE GEBELE was in every 
‘way @ good performancé. Of the rest a mere 
mention will suffiée.. Sig. Ronconrwas the Lord 
Rochburg; and gave his extremely droll illustra- 
tion of the traveling Englishman. Herr Hasis- 

was a,capital Fra Diavalo, and the two 

‘were ‘adequately represented by Mesars. 
BaRiti and DuskeEvit. The orchestra and chorus 
‘were thoroughly efficient. 
There will bé ‘no further performance until 
Saturday, “ Pra Diavalo” will be repeated 
at the In the evéning “ Le Prophete” 
will be given. This will close the season. 

WALLACK’S THEATRE. 

Our out of town friends should remember that 
there will be a. matinée performance of “School” 
on Saturday, Unquestionably a crowd will be 


hitherto been @omewhat questionable. The best 
news would be that of some future steamer, that | 
“ Indians are inert, and business brisk.” 

The English Tories are making a very poor 
fight for the Church of Ireland. The sscond | 
reading—the usual test-reading of all billse—has 
passed by a large majority, and Disramiz, who 
should have harangued in desperate resistance 
or died upon the floor, has said nothing. The 
battle in the House of Commons has evidently 
been a -half-hearted one. But it may be other- 
‘wise in the Lords. Those “pillars (caterpillars) 
of the State” could once baffle the Russells and 
Melbournes in something of the same quarrel. | | 
Will they stem: the torrént now? No, they can’t. 
POM etn om eneS rik Beene gee." 


The Glangowestten epebativen Wis txcon 
the strike, ought to come to Ameriog;‘for it is 
doubtful it, in the present state of the market, 
their employers will accede to their demands. 
It is true that a great part of our workingmen 
also are either on the strike or threatening to 
strike; but still it is a fact thatif these skilled ¢ot- 
ton operatives were placed in our 
States, and were set to work manufacturing fine 
cotton goods, they would soon find themselves 
abundantly remunerated. Senator SrRacue, |: 
who fs @ great cotton manufacturer, who is aj ¢ 
great friend of the working Classes, and who has | 
lately been buying up or establishing cotton fac- | 1 
tories in the Southern States, could probably 
pew vale civrrme be faa geen 
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Grasping landlords are playing mischief iw 


with the best interests of the City. Their 
tortions and cupidity are driving people of 
erate means to their wits’ end. Just now t 
half-demented ‘victima of high rents are in an 
agony of distress. Look where they will, they 
cannot find proper shelter for their families. | t 
The alternative is a residence out of town. The | | 
snort econasiie Fetage, for.9. New; Torben, in Chis, ‘ 


situations and pleasant tisighbors. all, tivite in: . 
this direction. This is good for New-Jersey, but. 
very bad for New-York. The process’ 
tion is going on s0 rapidly that this City in a 
‘years must lose the bulk of ite best sort of citi- | 
zens, Deprived of this conservative elément of 
the population, it will be necessary ile 
‘cautions against that dangerous stage of 
lige where hee eager} ome 
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present and every oné should get their seats at 








telling a story of a German widow who support- 
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